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And what does it have to do with 

IAWRT
- high profile and professional women 

journalists, editors, film makers from
all corners of the planet?  
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through their innovative use of communication and media 

for a visible and empowered presence 

on communication and media platforms, 

setting their own agenda, 

fighting for their rights”.

The focus will be on women & girls living in rural areas of the global South

Committee members are Iphigénie Marcoux-Fortier (Canada), 

Diana Nastasia (Bulgaria/USA), Mamu Arleen Perez (Philippines) 

and Geeta Sahai (India), Birgitte Jallov (Denmark)
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the committee together with the Kenyan IAWRT chapter 

has begun a 5-month pilot process, 

where the “Blue Light Star Women’s Group” is empowered 

through smart phones, internet subscriptions and training, 

to extend their socio-economic development work 

through social media and radio. 

This experience will be evaluated at the end and 

contribute to our way forward through lessons learnt.

We will hear a lot more about this in a moment from Josephine Karani

social media focus
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But looking not just at the pilot project:

what is it, that IAWRT should engage in, 

in the area of rural women and the media 

– and why?

Taking the SDG’s continuous reminder and priority important, to 

‘leave no-one behind’
• we want our work to reach out to – and empower – the 20-40% 

of the poorest women, who development economists and others 

agree, are so hard to reach – who should not be left behind. 
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in most socio-economic terms, 

• we know from experience that it is important to include: 

communication in its broadest sense in this work (here we have IAWRT):

o inter-personal communication and belonging to a group

o social media to 

o ‘traditional’ broadcast media – especially radio

o Real traditional media: theatre, song & dance, story-telling

This is where Anthony Lwanga, from KKCR comes in: 

how KKCR was a platform for positive change of rural women’s lives… 





This is where Judith Nabakooba will talk about importance – and potential when 
rural women grab the microphone and the smart phone and become agenda-setters
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The Committee wants to formulate a longer-term programme (4-5 years) 

within a clearly formulated mission, 

which will feed into and contribute to IAWRT’s overall vision 

(as we believe all Committees and Chapters do). 

This to avoid the risk of doing a little bit here, a little bit there, but to –

step by step – develop a coherent body of 

• Experience (approaches, stories, lessons learnt)

• Practice (tools and techniques) 

• knowledge (including pre-existing documentation) 

On: How to effectively amplify rural women’s voices

through use of communication and media for a visible and empowered 

presence, setting their own agenda, fighting for their rights.
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We are aware that 

• our ‘overall objective’ for now is very general, many actors in

• many different realities in relation to WSIS since 2003 and 2005 

• We consider assessing which documentation and experience already 

exists, and which gaps exist – and to then engage there.

Based on 3-4-5 projects in different realities, 

all including training and facilitation – and experimentation, 

we believe to be able to extract material for 

• a hand-book with stories and examples,

• documentation including video, audio and other 

• accessible from our website and a dedicated facebook page.
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this expertise to the profile of IAWRT.

These ideas and working objectives will be further developed as 

the Committee expands its work. 

Our regional conference here  

is a welcome opportunity to present our initial thinking and 

to discuss our contribution to the overall conference theme:
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Looking into the future

Exploring how rural women’s voices are well amplified 
– for then to set own agenda and fight for their rights


